
Reception Curriculum Overview​  
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic All About Me! Home to fantasy 
stories 

Transport and 
People Who 
Help Us - People 
who Help Us 
Focus 

Wild Animals Plants and 
Growing 

Whole School 
Topic 

Literacy 
(including 
communication 
and language 

  

  

 

TBC 

PSHE Being me in my 
world 

Celebrating 
differences 

Dreams and 
goals 

Healthy me 
 

Relationships 
 

Changing me 
 

PE Fundamental 
skills 
 
Finding space 
Listening to 
instructions 
Moving in 
different ways 

Fundamental 
skills 
 
Partner work 
Gymnastics and 
climbing 

Fundamental 
skills 
 
Ball games 

Fundamental 
skills 
 
Sharing 
equipment 
Collaborative 
games 

Fundamental 
skills 
 
Teamwork and 
sports day games 

Fundamental 
skills 
 
Running  
Skipping 
 

UW - Science 
links 

Observing nature 
and seasons 
 
Explore the 
senses 

Observing nature 
and seasons 
 
Explore science 
linked fantasy. 
E.g. space, 
planets etc 

Observing nature 
and seasons 
 
Forces - how 
things move 

Observing nature 
and seasons 
 
Animals - 
features, habitats 

Observing nature 
and seasons 
 
Life cycles 
Plants and 
growing 

Observing nature 
and seasons 
 
Plants and 
growing 

UW - RE links Birthdays 
(Celebrating)  
F5 Belonging/ 
feeling special 

Diwali  
Christmas  
Hannukah 

Lunar new year Eid Ul Fitr 
Easter 
Mothers Day 

Eid Ul Adha Fathers Day 

UW - History/ 
Geography links 

What is a map? 
Mapping out their 
class/environmen
t 
When do things 
happen? - daily 
routine 

What is a simple 
Map? 
Focus on using 
journey 
knowledge to 
map a journey 
they take 
 

To create simple 
maps for 
transport 
 
Compare settings 
 
Mapping changes 

To compare 
habitats  
 
Special events  
 
Animals in our 
local area 

What are the 
similarities and 
differences 
between places 
we have been? 
 
Significant events 
in their past 

Significant events 
in their past 
 

EAD - Music 
 

Exploring sound Nursery rhyme 
week - adding 
instruments to 
songs 
Celebration 
music (RE) 

Creating sounds - 
instruments and 
body parts - 
Transport link 

Music and 
movement - 
animal inspiration 

Musical Stories  

EAD - Art/ D&T Colour for effect 
 
Using natural 
resources 
 
Gathering 
resources 
independently  

Select and 
prepare materials 
 
Explore joining 
materials 
 
Variety of 
techniques to 
explore festivals 
 
Artist focus: 
Kapoor 

Art to share ideas 
 
Features of 
vehicles for their 
own models 

Drawing with 
detail 
 
Exploring 
patterns and 
camouflage 
 
Adapt and 
improve creatiosn 

Creating fantasy 
worlds 
 
Explore scale and 
purpose in 
creations - giant 
objects 

Exploring 
woodwork 

Trips and 
Experiences 

 Local area walk - 
my area 
Shape maths 
morning 

Bus garage visit, 
PCSO, school 
helper visit, 100 
days smart maths 
morning,  

Farm Trip Chicks/ 
ducklings,  
Epping forest, 
Hatching 
caterpillars 

Local park visits 



 


